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THE BOOK AND i 
by 


Lucile Monroe 
AGFPAC library. 


Miss Grove has been trying to teach me the library habite The 
Post Library is just across the street from where we live but i have 
not yet become a good patrone It seems impossible to make a good library 
patron out of a librarian. Many times in the life of every librarian 
she finds herself without a library of her own or at least without a 
library of her own in the vicinity. She may be on a vacation. She 
may be temporarily unemployede She may have a job as cataloger at 
AGFPAC Library Headquarters. Or she may, just for a change, have taken 
a position as laundress, movie actress, caretaker in a zoo, or housewife. 
She is a librarian at large. Such a librarian will beg, steal, or even 
buy books rather than borrow them from a public library in the usual 
waye She will visit a public library to look it over with a professional 
eyo, to ask for a job, or even to talk shop with the librarian; but she 
has to be desperate before she will go there for the purpose of taking 
out a booke . 


On the occasions when i have been desperate and have gone into 
public libraries with the intention of borrowing a book, i had a 
sometimes vague, sometimes acute, feeling of discomfort. i thought that 
the general public must feel this way when it comes to the library, 
only worse. And i thought it romarkable that libraries had any cire 
culation to speak of. But i was mistaken in attributing this feeling 
to the general publice It occurred to me how perfectly at ease i always 
felt in church, night club, art museum, or theater - in any public building, 
for that matter, except a public library. So i decided it had something 
to do with my being a librarian on tho wrong side of the desk. How 
does a dentist feel in another dentist's ch-iez? a surgeon having an 
appendectomy? a priest in a pew? 


Sometimes, in spite of this painful feeling, i stay long enough 
in the public library to select a booke Then thore is the charging 
to go throughe i used to walk out absontemindedly with the book under 
my arm but, in recent years, i have become less absent-minded, 
possibly because most libraries now place the charging desk an a 
blockade across the door so that i have to stumble across it to got 
oute Rather than endure this process of charging, i sometimes put the 
book back on the shelf or just drop it on a tablo and walk out empty- 
handed. But there are times when i feel the need of a book so intensely 
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THE BOOK AND i = Cont. 


that i am willing to go through the charging business and, even, the 
registering businesse In case i do get the book out of the library 
there are still hazards before i get it home = buses, ten cent stores, 
bars = most any place where a librarian is apt to stop and lay a book 


GOWNeceecececceeeeeeeeeeSereereeeseresecensesseccecacecsceceecacseres 


But when the library is close to my living quarters (as is the 
Post Library at Schofield) so that i can walk directly from the library 
to my room, the chances are that i will get the book homee There is 
still the hazard of Miss Grove's room where i am apt to stop for a 
little exchange of scandal on my way ine But if loft thore, the book 
is not too difficult to retriove. 


Let us suppose that i do finally get the book home. The under- 
standing is that a library book is to be returned after a stated interval. 
But i have the feeling that i have gone through quite enough without 
having to return it. My subconscious knows that this is eventually 
unavoidable (or practically unsvoidable) and i feel an indistinct pain 
in the left lobe of my medulla oblongata. But consciously i never give 
the matter another thought. i do not look ahead that far. The idea of 
returning the book never occurs to me until i receive my first overdue 
noticce But i do not pay much attention to the first notice, just 
stuff it in my purse and mention it casually to a fellow librarian as 
a joke. i have sent 1,234,678 overdue notices in my time. i know thoy 
are & routine matter and that the librarian does not hold it as a 
personal grudge against mo that i have not yet returned my books. 

Of courso lay people fortunately do not have this offhand, almost 
humorous, attitude toward first notices. i used to wonder how often 
people would cross the strect to avoid mceting me because they were 
guilty of having an overdue book at homee Some did not sec me in time 
to got across tho street, and these would stop and explain guiltily 
thoir delinquency about which i had, till then, known nothing. 


Before i discovered that my unhappy feeling in strange libraries 
had a purely professional cause, it colored my attitude toward people 
who came to my librarye i was surc they must be ravenous for knowledge 
or literary experionce and must have insatiable intellectual curiosity. 
They must be brave intelligent people several cuts above the mass of 
humanity who never came near the library. i admired them, i loved theme 
i would go to great lengths to satisfy thom. i would sometimes even go 
to the home of one borrower who had finished but not returned a library 
book, get the book and take it myself to the home of another oager 
borrowere i pampered my public. i was extremely lenient toward those 
who brought their books back late or not at all. i fined them reluctantly. 
i often thought of excuses for reducing or remitting the finee These 
wonderful people who had wanted books so badly that they had come to the 
library for them = what if they were slow about bringing them back? 
They deserved covery indulgence, i thought. But now i am convinced that 
it is only the librarian among library patrons who deserves such special 
consideration. 


Taken from The Catalog Card 
January=Fobruary 1947 
published by AGFPAC library 
edited by Louise Grovee 
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THE FRIENDS 


by 
Margoret Mary Frowe 


Two hundred Friends of the Library of Hawaii enjoyed the gracious 
hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. A. Lester Marks at Kaaina on tho Old Pali 
Road on Thursday, June fifth, from three to five in the afternoone 
This was the occasion of tho Friends' first membership garden party. 

With Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts as guides, all visitors were welcome to 
enjoy the gardens in full bloom and to see the azaleas, the ferns and the 
orchids at their loveliest. In the coolness of Nuuanu Valley, all were 
intrigued by the discovery of a scene from distant China, with ao picture- 
book landscape before them as the setting for a small bridge over the 
stream, and a little house from old Cathay. For many of the Friends it 
was a first journey through a real bamboo forest, with its fascinating 
atmosphere due to its unique depth of shade and the proximity of hundreds 
and hundreds of rod-like trees. 


Against the panorama of Nature's own Hawaiian mountains, above 
tho clear pool bordered by ti leaves, Iolani Luahine interpreted rare, 
anciont, native dances in her tapa costume for a most receptive audience. 
Her voice echoed against the mountain wall to the accompaniment of drums 
and gourds which were played during the chants by Lakalia Montgomory who 
is known and loved throughout the islands. The legends seemod to hold 
new depth of meaning as they wore offered in the great outeof-doors, 
so essential to them since they first became oa part of Hawaiian loree 


Shortly before the sun disappeared, bringing carly darkness to the 
valley, the Swe-Nor-Den Troop presented a colorful program of Scandinavian 
dancese With their accordion accompaniments apparently coming from the 
heart of deep-green trees on the side of the pali, and tho added music of 
thrushes and cardinals, they energetically onacted mountaineclimbing and 
festival numbers which were most picturesquee 


The dancers were presented to the audionce, seated on the hillside 
or on the patio, by President L. Js Van Nostrand. Many visitors from 
the Mainland were among the guests for the afternoon, all of whom have 
become new Friends of our library. Refreshed by Island pineapple, many 
remarked about the natural beauty on overy side, the magnificence of’ the 
vuagnolia tree in its full glory and felt, indeed, that they had enjoyed 
a most delightful Hawaiian afternoon, 

XXX K KX KK A 

The Friends of the Library is an organization which should hold 
interest for all librarians and those concerned with the growth of library 
influence. The purpose of the Frionds is to promote interost in the 
Library of Hawaii and to foster Titerary effort in the Islands. Through 
membership drives, they are raising funds to help support the activities 
of the library, and to sponsor awards for literary works by island writors. 
Book review lunches are held once a month at the Queen's Surf; Dr. 
Carlcton Green, professor of English at the University of Hawaii, 
roviews selected books. The prosent officers of the Friends are? 
L. J. Van Nostrand, president; Mrs. George T. Armitage, vice president; 
Traylor Mercer, viceepresident; Mrs. Chester E. Frowe, secretarye 
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HLA members please notes 
As stated in the minutes of the May executive committee of the 
HLA, an amendment of the constitution was proposed. The change concerns 
payment of dues, and will be presented to HLA members at the fall meetings 
So please read it and make your decision on ite 
Proposed change in HeLeA. BY«=LAWS 
Article l. 
Duese 
Section 1. The dues shall be $2.00 a year 
payable at the annual mecting or $1.00 for the 


last six months of the fiscal year payable at 
the fall moetinge 
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTES MEETING 


June 30, 1947 


A meoting of the executive board of the Hawaii library association 
was held on Monday, June 30th, at the Library of Hawaii Members present 
were: Miss Griffey, President, Miss Passo, Miss Murdoch, Miss Wilson, 


Miss Shields, Miss Boyd and Mrss Jackson. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approvede 


Mrs. Jackson reported that it would not be possible to hold the 
HLA fall meeting at the HSPA due to lack of space. Miss Fraser, librarian, 
has extended to us an invitation to meet there as soon as their new 
building is completed. 


October 25th was set as the date of the fall meeting. Tentative 
plans were made for the program. A tea was discussed, to be followed 
by a brief business meeting, sectional mectings and a dinnere Miss Unger 
of Portland was to be the after-dinner speaker. Waioli Tea Room was 
decided upon as first choice as a mecting place. If this did not prove 
feasible, the Academy of Arts was suggested as a second choicc, with 
dinner at the AAUW clubhousee Mrse Jackson was asked to make necossary 
arrangements. 


Miss Griffey asked for reports from the section chairmene Miss 
Murdoch reported on Current Hawaiiana and Miss Passo gave a summary of 
progress on the Union list of Serials for the Reforence Section. 


Miss Shields suggested that a Public Relations committee would be 
useful to contact new librarians, especially in school libraries, and 
invite them to attend the HLA meetingse Miss May Wedemeyer was named 
as chairman of the committece 


There being no further businoss, the mecting was adjourneds 


Mabel Jackson 
Secrotary pro=teme 
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A CAPPELLA «» BY THE EDITOR 
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 


I wish to express my deep appreciation to all those who contributed 
to this number of the Journal, and those who helped me with ideas. 
Editing has been a new experience for me, and I have been very grateful 
for all the kokuae Mahalo nui§f 
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The fall meeting of the Hawaii Library Association will be held on 
October 25, 1947. We are fortunate in boing able to hold it at tho 
Waioli Tea Roome Members of the HLA will be notified lator more 
specifically and in greater detail. 


000000000000000000000 
TID-BITS FROM HERE AND THERE 


Mrse Clarissa Halstead of Punahou School library reports that there 
will be two new librarians to start the school year: MISS CHARLOTTE 
McCLURE, recently graduated from the University of Illinois Library 
School, and MISS MAXINE VINCENT, of Salinas California. MISS KENYON 
is returning to Punahou eeee MISS HELEN LACKEY; formerly at Whecler 
Field Library, is now in charge of the Hickam Field Base Library cece 
MISS CAROLYN CRAWFORD Will be an assistant professor, and library 
science instructor at Teachers College, University of Hawaiie She 
received her BLS at the University of Michigan, and her MS at Western 
Reserveeeee MISS THELMA PEARCE, formerly at August Ahrens school has 
returned to the mainland seeee MISS JANE FAIRWEATHER paid a few calls 
on library friends during her stopover here on her flying trip from 
Tokyo to San Francisco in June eeese MISS MARGARET NEWMAN received 
many congratulatory messages in July on the completion of twenty years 
as head librarian of the Library of Hawaileecee 


olelololelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelele) 


It has been a quiet summer here, with many of us on vacation; 
those who are here are either longingly looking forward to == or back 
at «= their days of reste The most noteworthy event of the past few 
months was the sixty-sixth annual conference of the American Library 
Association, which was held in San Francisco the week of June 29 to 
July 5the An impressive number of librarians <= 2637 to be exact «= 
registered from the United States, Canada, Latin America, Hawaii, 
Alaska, Philippines, Dominican republic, England and elsewhere. 


The now officers of the AeLeAs are: Paul North Rice, president; 
Eeive McDiarmid, president-elect and first vice presidents Elizabeth Briggs, 
second vice president; Harold F. Brigham, treasurer. 


Mr. Rice, chief of the Reference Department of the New York Public 
Library, and A.L.eA. president, who titled his inaugural address "Toward 
Mutual Understanding", said, in part: 

"If this waretorn world is to avoid another still more devastating 

and possibly a final war, nations must understand each other. 

Nothing contributes more to such intercultural understanding than 

does the printed pagee Second only in importance to the writers 

who compose the message of the printed page are the disseminators 

of these pages and we librarians play a vital part in such dissemination." 

-~--From the ALA Bulletin, August, 1947. 
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THE Ae Le Ae MEETING 


by 
Suzanne Starr 


The American Library Association met this year in San Francisco. Since 
travelling was easier than it has been for some time, there was a large 
attendance including representatives from twenty-four different countries. 


At the General Sessions the subject most under discussion was the atom. 
Dr. Panofsy of the University of California Radiation Laboratory told about 
a pilot plant that is being constructed at Oak Ridge, Tennessee where large 
quantities of electrical power from atomic energy will be generated. The 
cost is prohibitive, so atomic energy as yet has not proven as useful in 
peace time as they had hoped to make it. So far the most practical 
application is in the propelling of large shipse All of the speakers 
concludad that one of the major issues of our generation is the use of 
atomic energy for constructive purposese 


In the opening address, the outgoing president, Mary U. Rothrock, 
spoke of the ever present problem of staff shortage and how it might be 
mete She said it was up to the library profession to dramatize itself if 
new people were to become interested in library worke 


A panel discussion was held by six doctors, each a specialist in his 
own field, and two hospital librarians. Their subject was "You never can 
tell what a book might do". Books such as "I begin again", by Bretz, 
"Mountain time", by DeVoto, "Boy almighty", by Feikema and "The snake pit", 
by Ward were reviewed and critically analyzed. After a very lively dis~ 
cussion they all agreed that as a general rule patients should not be 
encouraged to read books that related their ovm symptoms, but if particular 
books were requested they should not be forbidden. 


A lighter touch was added at the Art and Reference Round Table meeting. 
Mrse Helen Richard from the Art and Music Department of the Los Angeles 
Public Library told of the work she did in supplying information to the 
various studios. She was followed by Frances Richardson, head of Research 
in Twentieth Century Fox who gave us an idea of the volume of research that 
is done whenever a new picture is being filmed. She brought along models 
and settings made in miniature, authentic in every detail, which she dis- 
played around the room. The film she talked about was “Forever Amber", 
Needless to say, she had a good crowde 


The exhibits were especially numerous and interesting this year with 
the emphasis being placed on the audio-visuary machines and ceiling pro- 
jectorse 


SCOVGO CON AODONNONDAOOSCN GOODSON SOOO OOO NN OOOO OO OOO ONO ODO OO OCON0NNG000G000000000000 


Only one section meeting was held this summer, which is not surprising, 
since so many librarians "disappeared" on their vacations. Miss Thelma 
Passo, presiding officer of the Refcrence and Special Libraries section 
reports that a meeting of that section was held June 23, 1947 at the Library 
of Hawaii, with Miss Margaret Titcomb in charges The purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss the Union List of Serialse In the section minutes, Miss 
Passo stated: 

"A committee was appointed to contact libraries which had not responded 
to the request for a list of their serials. February 1948 was set as the 
date when all lists should be in = by this time all December 1947 publica- 
tions would or should be available to list. 

"Publication plans were discussed and a committee headed by Charlotta | 
Hoskins (Kay Newhall and Jean Dabagh) was appointed to prepare sample sheets 
of the Union List. These sample sheets will serve as a guide in determining 
the approximate cost of the list and also its size. This committee will 
make a report in the fall and present a tentative plan to submit to the 
Chairman of the Library Committee at the Library of Hawaii in the hope that 
they will publish the listeecece" 
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LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 
Hawaii County Library by Helen P. Willocks 


We are losing another staff member September lst - Mrse Dorothy 
McAlister, our cataloger, is leaving to join her husband, who has been 
appointed Athletic Director at Farrington High Schoole One ray of light 
is that Nella Tucker is returning part time the first of September. Mrse 
Isabel Welsh is convalescing at home but expects to be back at the library 
by November lste 

Miss Helen Sebeika, our Boys' & Girls' Librarian, has changed her 
name to Mrs. Donald Johnson. She has had a busy time with the book truck 
all summer and plans a very heavy schedule to the schools in Hilo and 
surrounding areas for the coming school yeare She also is working on a 
children's record collection. For some years we have had a large 
collection for adults but very few for children. Mrs. Johnson hopes to 
work this collection up and use it in connection with her book truck 
service and school servico. 

Revised plans for our new library have just been approved by our 
Trustees and we hope it will not be too long before the cornerstone is 
laid. 

Mrse Helen Willocks has been Acting Librarian during Mrs. Welsh's 
absence and has had many a headache, what with the shortage of staff and 
so many vacations. It's really been a hectic summer. 

Our Art Department has had two exhibits of water colors by local 
artists = one by Mrs. Mabel We Cleaver, of mainland and island scenes and 
the other by her daughter, Mrs. Constance Wence, of local, mainland and 
European scenese 

We have just recently reopened our Waimea Branch, closed during the 
war, which gives service to the people living at Kamuela and Parker Ranche 
This promises to be a very active branche 

In spite of our shortage of help, we continue to serve the whole 
Island of Hawaiie 


Maui County Free Library by Mery Ellen Lindley 


Mrse Alma Coke and Mrs. Mildred Balfour joined the library staff in 
Junee Both have worked in the library previously. 

The newest staff momber, Miss Betty Whitmarsh, 1947 library school 
graduate of the University of Illinois, arrived in Auguste 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Lindley (Simmons 1936) is serving as acting children's 
librarian. 


Kauai Public Library Association, Ltd. by Lucille Moore 


Lucille Berg leaves August 27 to take up her duties as librarian of 
the Paia Elementary School, on Maui.e She wants to explore another one 
of the Islands. She has been in charge of Work with Children, including 
book truck service to 21 rural schools, since December 1945, 

Miss Julia Szinkunas of Rochester, New York, becomes the new 
Children's Librarian, arriving the latter part of Auguste She leaves a 
job as transcription librarian for a radio broadcasting company. Previous 
to that she was a children's librarian in Rochester Public Library. 

The new division of Extension Work has been filled by Lucille Moore 
of Connersville, Indiana. Miss Moore will have charge of the branches and 
stations, of publicity and development of the use of the library, and 
assist with reference worke 

The Kauai Public Library Association held its annual meeting which had 
been postponed from May, on August 15e Mrs. Hadley and Miss Berg gave 
reports on the year's accomplishment#, and the problems of restricted 
Budget and crowded quarters, 





8 
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 


LIBRARY ACTIVITIES = Cont. 
Library of Hawaii by Virginie Crozier 


Miss Suzanne Starr arrived July 5 to serve as first assistant to 
Mrs. Sutherland in the Extension Department. She comes to us from the 
Dayton Public Library staff where for the past two years she has been head 
of the City and County Bookwagon service for Montgomery County, Ohio. 

Mrs. Jasper Jepson, director of publicity, returned to the library 
Mey 12 after an absence of over two months on the mainland. 

Miss Frances Hurd returned September 3 to the Reference department 
after three months om the mainland. 

Miss Elsie McDonald from Edna Allyn Room has vacationed on and 
returned from the mainland in an all too brief four weekse 

Miss Alice Simpson, Catalog Department, left July 29,by clipper, 
for a six=weeks vacation on the mainland, visiting in tregon, Washington, 
British Columbia, and Ohio, before returning to Honolulu in September. 

Miss Enid Wilford, Art and Music Department, leaves September 7 for 
e six weeks' visit with her family in Oakland, including plans for a visit 
to Yosemitee 

Miss Irmgard Hormann returned to the library August 18 for an 
introductory week at the Reference deske She returned to full-time duty 
September 2 in her new position as Young People's librarien in the main 
libraryse She was formerly branch librarian at the Kaimuki Branch Library. 


University of Hawaii Library by Helen G. Bevens 


Miss Shirley Bohlman, from the University of Minnesota, arrived in 
July to work in the Order Department. 

Two new catalogers have arrived: Miss Margaret Lawrence, from 
Vhitman College Library, ‘lalla ‘lalla, Washington; and Miss Martha 
Patterson, from the University of Illinois---both came early in September. 

Gale Salmi returned from her mainland trip in July and is up to her 
ears in government documents again. 

Harue Palomino, formerly of the Catalog Department, has beon appointed 
to the new position in charge of Serials and Exchanges, established 
July 1, 1947. 

Last, but not least, the library staff is rejoicing in the news that 
the library building is going to acquire a brand new roof, 


Army Libraries (AGFPAC) by Catherine Grcen 


The Library Depot Headquarters of Ground Forces of the Pacific have 
rocently moved headquarters from Schofield Barracks to Fort Shaftere 

Miss C rine Green is leaving October 15 for the mainland. She 
will be at her home in Fayetteville, Tennesseee 

Miss Dorothy Surtes, formerly of Camp Killman will replace Miss Green. 
She arrives in the Islands September 10. 

Miss Laura Capen is returning to the mainland in September after 
completing her contract heree 

Miss Joan Mallet of Warren, Ohio, who has been Field Supervisor, 
returned the last week in August from a two weeks field trip to Kwajalein 
where she was helping to set up a field librarye She is returning to the 
mainland, where she will be with the Public Library of Youngstown, Ohioe 

Miss Louise Grove, who has been visiting her home in Hagerstown, 
Maryland, and Miss Nina Coffman of Oklahoma have returned to their positions 
after vacations on the mainland. 

Miss Genevieve Friday of Cambria, Wisconsin, arrived recently from 
the mainland, and is now at headquarters awaiting placement. She was 
formerly hospital librarian at Fort Ord, California. 





